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Locals win wetlan

project privacy bi

BYRUPERT TAYLOK _
rupert.taylor@jpress.co.uk
01273 484738

The controversialplanto
turnwhat is left of the Malling
Brooks wetlandinto industrial
units has been amended after
months of consultation by
developer Santonwithlocal
residents’ associationsand
Lewes Community Land Trust.
The variations to the original
approved plans were agreed
at the Lewes District Council’s
recent planning meeting.
Although the residents of
Orchard Road, Spences Lane
and The Spinneyswillnolong-
er look out onto what was the
natural wilderness of Malling

Brooks, the new plans have.

been sensitively changed to
minimisethenegativeimpact
on adjoining properties.

The ‘buffer zone’ between
the end of gardens and the
industrial units has been ex-

panded by exclusion of anun-

necessary public car park.
This allows for more natural
ground soakaway to reduce
therisk of groundwater levels
affecting gardens, and gives
back the privacythat residents
feared they would lose.

The special design of the
buildings and land drainage
system will retain the impor-
tant funetion of the under-
lying geology in holding and
discharging ground water.
Potential noise and light pol-
lution from the new units has

been addressed by realigning
the buildings and surround-
ingthesitewith acousticfenc-
ing. :
Rita Ellis, chair of RAID
(Residents against Inappro-
priate Development), said:
“Clive Wilding, lead develop-
er for Santon, has consulted
intensively over the last nine
months with local pecple to
come up with an amended
planning application which
addresses our concerns.

Part of the Malling Brooks wetlands, where plans to build industrl unitswere amended

“Obviously we would have
preferred the site to be left as
itwas, but weunderstoodthat
that was not going tohappen.

- “Once the buildings are
up and the landseaping com-
pleted, we are confident that
ourpeacefulrural outlook and

‘privacy will be restored. San-
- ton’s collaborative work toad-

dressour concerns hasmadea

huge difference to howwe feel

about the development.”
Ratherthan opposing the

* Photo: Susan King

plans, residents spoke in fa-
vour of the variations at the
planning meeting,

Pru Rowntree, chair of
Lewes Community Land
Trust, said: “It hasbeena pos-
itive experience to work with
adeveloper whoisconcerned
enough to really listen to the
genuine concerns behind ob-
jections to inappropriate de-
velopment, and to arrive at
consensus through positive
community engagement.”
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